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                                                                                                                                             December  7, 2020  

Dear Friends & Relatives: 

 

Hope this letter finds everyone in your family are all keeping well !   

 

I always find December a tranquil time to write an annual letter.  This year, in particular,  I have an even 

stronger urge to keep us connected.   

 

It has been a very traumatic year, full of concern and anxiety.   Much has been stated about the pandemic 

and certainly I do not want to add more gloomy tidings.   Only this -- between the necessary control of 

people to observe social distancing and supporting people’s livelihood and keeping the economy afloat, 

leaders of countries worldwide are forced to trudge through such quagmire.  And people’s actions to 

resist lock-down measures also bring me slight doubts about “democracy”. 

 

Homebound for most of the time due to obvious reason, I do miss visiting my family and grandchildren, 

who are thousands of miles away.  We are so lucky to have technical tools to keep in touch every now 

and then, even though it is not as good as getting in touch in person.  We need to thank God that we are 

all safe.  Since March, I found my time have been mostly spent in doing several activities: 

 

- I continue to travel to those places I had visited before --  through photos.  Travel photos were 

re-sized and categorized by countries.  They were loaded in different USBs so that I can enjoy 

these captioned photos  in a picture frame while I am having breakfast every morning.  It is a 

treat  to re-visit these photos and recall the good time of meeting friends and relatives.  

 

- I also learned to play the recorder, this little flute that my late wife used to teach children in 

motivating their music interests.  Ever since May 3rd, I have been practising recorder for at least 

an hour every day.  There is no shortage of tunes and songs from books and my choir song 

binders.   It is quite an enjoyment that I can run through 15 to 20 songs every time.    So far , I’m 

glad that there have been no neighbour complaints. 

 

- Being a Strata Council member of the building in which I live, I have some responsibility about 

the day-to-day operations and maintenance.  As the treasurer, I also have the fun chore of 

overseeing finances.   

 

- After taking a hiatus in March from serving the Church worship audio team, in September I 

decided to resume assisting with the web broadcast  services as I am familiar with desktop video 

editing.  So each week, I volunteer to do some media production work for Sunday worship.  

 

Besides the above, my time is well consumed in daily morning exercises, meal preparation, reading, 

phone calls , computer & web site work.  It was not until last September that I ventured to take walks in 

the restricted one-way path in the nearby Deer Lake park.  So until now, I can still get out to meet a 

friend for the occasional walks and grocery outings, despite driving to destination in our own car.    

 

Health-wise, I must say there is something positive with this recent past.  I did not even have any usual 

coughing which happens when season changes.  Perhaps limiting myself to home cooking since March 

with no outside eating at all is a good thing.  My  vision did change negatively though.   In February, I 
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discovered that when I fixed my eyes at distant lights at night for more than 10 seconds, I experienced 

seeing double images.  After eye examination, my optometrist told me one of my eyes has a vertical 

deviation.  Since it was not that long I had new glasses, she suggested I wait a bit longer to get  new 

corrective lens.  Though I can lie to myself that I am still young in mind, it is factual that my eyes aren’t 

young anymore.    

 

For us who live in Canada, by and large, we are sensitive to what is happening south of our border.  

While the lime light was on their politics, that country’s Grand Old Party (G.O.P.) President’s behaviour 

and the recent election have been quite an eye-opener.  The following are a case in points  --  “last 

refuge of a scoundrel ” and “tyranny of the majority”:   

 

It comes to no one’s surprise that within a country, no matter how democratic, politics can be defined 

as “the pursuit of public interest for private advantage”.  But this so-called President of a country has 

taken his personal agenda with an unbelievable ego way beyond anyone’s imagination.  A government 

under such a person is easily on the edge of becoming a failed state whose government is no longer able  

to exert effective leadership.   He proves why politics is often cynically called  “ the last refuge of  a 

scoundrel ”.  Clearly after much turmoil with this regime, the state is a nation to be fixed.  Seriously, a  

more important  issue remains -- how can this country prevent this from happening  again. 

 

There is also another observation in this election.  Close to 50% of the voters were appealed by his 

campaign that he is their only choice for President and for the economy. This result reminds us of some 

key analysis from a  Frenchman,  Alexis de Tocqueville, who visited America in the 19th Century.  In 

his book “ Democracy of America “, he pointed out brilliantly the strengths and weaknesses of the new 

democracy at the time .  While he admired America’s energetic advocation for local freedoms, he was 

concerned that it might portend a new form of tyranny where self-righteous majority could crush 

vulnerable minorities, and where mass opinions could ride over individual rights.   In fact, his concern 

over the potential development of this “tyranny of the majority “ definitely surfaced  in this recent 

election.  Furthermore, this tyranny issue is also observed in other countries. 

 

In another aspect, as much as I can understand how the pandemic lockdowns do frustrate people , I find 

it very annoying that some people are so headstrong about their personal freedom and defying orders of 

physical distancing at the expense of the safety of others.  To these folks, I cannot help but say that this 

is the wrong time, place and justification to stand up for your rights.  In addition, democracy means 

obedience to a common will that you have participated in forging, if only by opposing it.  So, obey 

please !  Perhaps, a democratic society where the quest for personal freedom and justice usually prevails 

is far from ideal when there is a stress test like a pandemic.   In fact, Winston  Churchill’s jest – 

“Democracy is the worst form of government in the world – except for all the other forms” is no joke.  

My motive to quote  his statement is that not only did he see the inherent messiness of democracy, but 

now we also see the effective control of people’s behaviour for public safety and interest in totalitarian 

countries where  the “other form” is practised.   Undoubtedly,  there is lots of room for improvement in 

our  democracy.   Coming out of this crisis, it would be nice that our  wise political scientists and 

philosophers can find a solution to grasp the best of the two forms, just like mathematics that scientists 

used to both describe phenomenon and solve problems.   

 

Contrary to previous years that I usually attached family photos in annual letters,  I decided skipping 

this   I like to replace these with my best wishes to you all,  keep well and keep safe, during this unique  

Christmas Season.   Love to see your updates and phone calls.  And thank you to all of you who have 

called and written me.  

 

Warmest Regards, 

 

   Al  

 


