
Suggested remarks for Mayor Fiacco 
Unveiling Celebration for the Immigrant Recognition Sculpture 
Monday, September 21, 2009; 10 a.m. 
City Hall – Queen Elizabeth II Courtyard 
 
CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
 
Good morning everyone and welcome.  
 
I am thrilled to be here on behalf of my colleagues in City Council to celebrate the official 
unveiling our Immigrant Recognition Sculpture.  As they are substantial in size, unveiling 
might not be the appropriate term, but it is definitely a celebration.  
 
I would like to recognize members of City Council who are here with us today as well as 
members of the art and business community. 
  
I would also like to recognize the many representatives of our multicultural society including 
our newest citizens joining us from the Regina Open Door Society.  
 
We started this project in 2005 in celebration of Saskatchewan’s 100th Anniversary.  
Artists were invited to present proposals and as I recall, the public was invited to come to City 
Hall and vote for the sculptures that meant the most to them.  
 
And, today we have the results. 
 
Today, through this amazing piece of art … entitled “Regina Lace” … we are celebrating our 
rich history and the people who immigrated to Canada and to Regina.   
 
We also remember First Nations people and their rich culture and their major contributions to 
our community. 
 
You made a home here. You worked hard, raised families and have become a part of a 
thriving, successful community. You helped and continue to help to make our city what it is 
today – successful, inclusive and vibrant.    
 
Regina citizens can now help keep history alive by purchasing a commemorative plaque that 
will become part of this installation, to honour an ancestor, a family or a group that 
contributed to the history of Regina.  
 
One-thousand two hundred and fifty (1,250) plaques are available.  The money raised through 
the sale of these plaques goes towards funding the sculpture.  
 
Many have been purchased … but spots are still available.  The plaques are two-hundred-and-
fifty-dollars ($250) each.   
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I encourage you to become a part of this beautiful artwork, there is a display in the front 
entrance of City Hall with more information and an order form. 
 
From the original “Pile of Bones” settlement in the late 1800s, Aboriginal people and 
immigrants have made this land their home – our home.  
 
Through hardship and good times, they have stayed strong and ambitious, transforming our 
city into a modern and growing oasis on the prairies known for its community spirit and 
cultural diversity. 
 
And that’s what this project is really about … recognizing the different people that made our 
city what it is today!   
 
You may notice some familiar faces on our sculptures.  They are all done in the likeness of 
people who live in our community.  They all represent different cultural backgrounds. 
 
(Point out a few faces) 
 
The individuals, families and groups who have built this city came to Regina, and are still 
coming to Regina, for many reasons – to escape persecution or war; to find opportunity; or to 
join family members.  
Some of us moved to Regina from other countries, provinces, cities, towns or reserves.  
 
Some of us have lived here all our lives, but our parents or grandparents or great-grandparents 
came here from somewhere else.  
 
Each brought with them a wealth of life experience, skills, strengths and dreams for a 
meaningful, free and peaceful existence in their new home. 
 
Our community is enriched by the people who come from other walks of life, with different 
religions, customs and traditions that make our community unique and colourful.  
 
Our city has benefited from the people that came and are still coming to share the good life we 
have here.  
 
To move to Regina and become a resident here, you’ve had to establish new routines – with 
family, friends, school, work … perhaps you’ve had to purchase new clothing (especially in 
winter!) … and some of you even learned to eat new food and speak in a different language. 
 
Although the road that brings people to Regina is not always easy, with each new resident, 
there is a new future for Regina, our province and our country.  
 
My family came here from Italy … and Regina quickly became not just a place to live, but a 
“home” because it offered them the freedom to maintain their culture.  
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Since becoming Mayor, I have attended many cultural functions … and it has become clear to 
me just how rich Regina’s heritage is. 
 
Doing so has given me not only a deeper respect for the different cultures and religions in our 
community … but also a greater understanding of the importance of projects like this one. 
 
The City of Regina is committed to the belief that equal opportunity and treatment should 
exist for all people.  
 
Every resident of our community has a right to realize his or her full potential regardless of 
race, colour, national or ethnic origin, and to live at all times in conditions of dignity, respect 
and peace.  
 
I thank the partners that have joined with the City of Regina to carry out this project – the 
Regina Multicultural Council and its member groups, and the Regina Arts Commission.   
 
I know Michael Cassano, President of the Regina Multicultural Council has worked hard at 
making this project come to fruition.  
 
And, I would like to thank the artists Stephen Brathwaite and Doug Bamford.  Gentlemen, 
your work is spectacular.  
 
So once again, thank you for coming out today to celebrate.   
 
The bronze figures represent the beginning of the journey for so many bringing with them 
their luggage and their dreams.  
 
Thank you for making the decision to come here!  
 


