
 

 

                                               
2011                 Guangdong Danxia, China 

 

Dear  Friends & Relatives :         
 

After a 6 week vacation, I finally returned home at mid-night.  The next morning when I looked at my backyard, 

fallen leaves, covering the patchy brownish-green lawn signaled that it’s close to the end of autumn. A year has gone 

by, and this scenery will soon lead to an all-white winter.   
 

My closest friends , i.e.  my children, are still living in the same city.  As usual, they enjoy their work .  Last June, 

my son-in-law Axel decided it was time to leave the local health authority and started his own practice .  Though 

Alberta & Clarence have their own house and busy family lives, we have frequent get-togethers and family suppers .  

It is also convenient to meet as the small city traffic facilitates only a 15 minute drive from point A to B.  With 

blessings, my two little grand-daughters are growing healthily.  Hanne (pronounced as Hanna or Kay Kay) is now 

close to 5 year old.  Currently she is in French pre-kindergarten, learning well and is articulate.  I give her some 

Chinese lessons and while repetitively practice-writing a word, she would look up and tell me ,” Goan goan, I’m 

tired!”  To be fair, at that age, she is a smart learner.  She is also very caring and very willing to share with her sister, 

kudos  to her parents who guide her so well.  Little Izabela (or Wei Wei) is close to two  and a half years old.  

Compared to her sister, she is a petite girl.  Once in a while, Izabela displays  a normal 2  year old’s resistive 

behaviour.   That normally drives mom to act  as the family policewoman, determined to put things back in the right 

order.  That said, for whatever mischief she causes, this little girl has a charmingly sweet smile which wins her the 

forgiveness of  her parents.  
 

I had a quasi-hibernation in Regina  for about 4 months at the beginning of this year.  One day while I was sorting 

out stuff in the basement, I recalled at one time we had talked about going to Vienna.  Soon after, I was on my way 

to central Europe.  Equipped with my mediocre camera, I took many photos in the old cities of Prague, Bratislava 

and Vienna.  In June,  in Vancouver, with Alberta’s family, Sylvia’s brother and wife and our uncle from 

Washington, we returned our parents’ ash  to nature in accordance with their wish.  I also met some high school 

classmates from my Hong Kong days.  In August, I went to Montreal and Toronto to share the joy of  good friends 

in wedding and birthday events respectively.  Mid-September, as if I were guided by Mom, I went to her hometown 

not only for a niece’s wedding, but also had the warm experience of meeting 12 cousins and their families.  

Afterwards, I ventured to explore the populous Guangzhou for a week.  Staying in Hong Kong, I was very busy 

meeting many relatives and friends.  As I was interested to visit Guangdong Danxia, a World Heritage site, I found 

myself joining a tour group .  This really is the nature’s sculpture garden of red sandstone rocks, with a beautiful 

river called Jin Jiang. Needless to over-emphasize, but the scenery is absolutely gorgeous. 
 

After I returned , I did post these trip photos in sorted photo albums on my web page.  Also I managed to post 

photos of my Singapore, Malaysia and Macau trips in  2010  , something I was not able to do when I had much to 

deal with due to Mom’s situation.  If you are interested and when you are free , you are invited to  visit our web 

page. 
 

This past year, I was focused to do some cleanup.  Continually, I had donated 14 boxes of books about telecom, 

management, engineering, business, technology, music and education to different organizations. In addition, I also 

disposed of about 500 kilograms of related notes, documents and choral songsheets.  The decisions to discard these 

were, at times, difficult. Strange enough, as I was boxing and bagging these, I did have a sense of accomplishment.  

As to my house, I got the 23 year old roof shingles replaced this summer.   
 

Turning to think about the world: the uprising and government changes in North Africa and Middle East, the few 

European countries’ economic survival, the slow and questionable recovery of the US economy, Japan’s earthquake 

disaster and reconstruction , the flooding in Thailand, and the erected tents of protests from discontented groups in 

many First World cities globally are waves of suffering and uncertainties in the past 10 months.  Added to these, 

another crippling crisis of confidence is that the two biggest economic forces, US and Eurozone had recently 

lowered their expectation of the 2012 GDP forecasts to below 1.75% and 1.5% respectively.   I hope this is not the 

beginning of the world’s nightmare.  I  long to see a silver lining for a better world, soon. 
 

I look forward to hear your updates.  As you know, phone, email, web guest book and letter are all available.   

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes to you !   

 

                                                                      Al      

      


