
                                                          2010 
 

Dear Friends & Relatives :           
 

This morning I was up quite early, just moment after the snow had stopped.  Looking out my backyard, I saw 

these two brown squirrels having a busy time climbing up and down the bare branches of our white flowering 

apple tree.  They were obviously looking for some dried fruit.  They jumped to the Russian Olive tree of my 

backyard neighbor, munching on something.  Nimbly, one jumped behind the thick green needles of our corner 

spruce tree, followed by the other.  Then they disappeared into the evergreen decorated by patches of fresh snow.  

Once in a while,  a few soft  snow clusters floated down.   What a nice and fresh winter morning!  It is time to 

send my Christmas Greetings to everyone and upkeep my annual correspondence. 
 

In October, I had the fortune of hiking in five (5) gorgeous mountains in 4 provinces in Southern China.  All these 

are World Heritage Sites as appreciated by UNESCO.  It  was a lifetime experience to see the following, the 

breathtaking and odd peaks in ZhangJiaJie in Hunan Province, the magnificent mountain range of Wudong Shan 

in Hubei Province, the amazing peaks and spectacular waterfalls of LuShan of Jiangxi Province  that are ever 

beautifully ribboned by cloud and mist, the SanQing Shan and its astonishing rocks that were wrapped in a veil of 

rain during our visit and finally the Wuyi Shan in Fujian Province with its 9 bend meandering river and bamboo 

rafts, not to forget about all the tea plantation as well.   Well, I can only share these more vividly in  my web page. 
 

Along the travel route, at the Hunan Provincial Museum in ChangSha city, I acquired two ancient Chinese books.  

In  the evening, when I was flipping over the pages of this ancient works of poems, I ran across a piece in which 

the author described his sadness of losing the parents.  It triggered my sense of loss as well.  2010 certainly is 

another year of grieving experience. 
 

In middle of May, I visited  Singapore and was in Hong Kong when I received the urgent news that my mother 

was suddenly very sick and admitted to the hospital.   In less than 20 hours , she passed away.   The fact that I 

could not return in time to her bed side is very lamentable.   In the middle of September, two weeks after I  visited 

Sylvia’s Dad, he was discovered by nursing-home staff that he passed away in his usual chair where he did his 

writing and enjoyed TV.  In a very short period, suddenly all our elders left us .    It impacted us all immensely 

because beyond our close ties they had also been our teachers and friends.  It was very difficult to explain to the 

great grandchildren why they can no longer see the beloved elders any more.  In  memory of my mother, I placed 

some photos and videos on our family web so that friends and relatives can pay their tribute.   Dad had a different 

instruction that he did not desire any formality on his funeral.   In our grief, we assembled a DVD of family 

movies and photos to commemorate Sylvia’s Dad and Mom.  This was for the four (4) grandchildren , Sylvia’s 

brother and myself,  so that we can always treasure our memories of them. One evening in Vancouver, we all had 

a quiet time reviewing their happy moments.. As tribute to the parents, I dedicated my recent travel webpage of 

mountains to them and pasted some recent photos with this letter. 
 

Alberta’s family is doing very well.  Her husband Axel is very caring for the family and loves his job.   Alberta 

extended her maternity leave to 18 months so that she can spend more time looking after little Weiwei Izabella.   

Periodically I got to babysit the girls when she checks on her patients’ nutrition.   Little Hanne will soon turn 4 

years of age.  She is very articulate.  There is never a dull moment with this little girl when I play with her.   

Weiwei has 7 teeth now and gets her hands on anything in the house.  Clarence jokingly told me yesterday that he 

was only given one line in my previous Christmas letters.  His job in Human Resource is what he enjoys.  He is 

quite busy.  But he is very much into keeping himself fit and loves sports.  So gym time after work, soccer on the 

weekends, or golf,  if not beach volleyball are all his pastime. Naturally last summer he was the soccer coach of 

little Hanne’s team.  I am very blessed that Axel, Alberta and Clarence are quite engaging in my daily life.   So we 

have lots of opportunities to see and chat with one another.   
 

Look forward to hear from you and you have a wonderful Christmas and great years ahead,            

 

                                                                                                                                                       Al 
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